
Lesson Plan 
Topic: Art: Van Gogh and Sunflowers   Grade: 3   Date: September 29, 2010 
 
Lesson Description: In this lesson, Students will be read “van Gogh and the 
Sunflowers” and then will be given a brief description of van Gogh’s life. Students will 
then be drawing a sunflower portrait that will be eventually painted. 
 

Objectives: 
-Develop understanding of the work of a 
variety of visual artists 
-Begin to develop own ideas into visual art 
expressions, using the processes and 
materials of visual art 

Evaluation: 
-Students will be marked on their portrait 
for completeness and accuracy with either 
an Excels, Meeting outcomes, Beginning 
and Not Yet 

 
Materials/ Resources: 
-“van Gogh and the Sunflowers” by Laurence Anholt 
-Art paper   -pencils 
-“Vincent van Gogh Sunflowers and Swirly Stars” by Brad Bucks and Joan Holub 
 
CELS: [C] 
 
Adaptions: 
-Have the help in the classroom help out the students who are struggling with drawing 
 
Prerequisite Learning: 
-Students need to be able to know how to follow directions when doing the drawing part 
-Students need to be able to listen effectively to a story 
 
Lesson Preparation: 
-Get white art paper for the drawings 
 
Lesson Development: 
-Have students gather on the reading rug to listen to the story “van Gogh and the 
Sunflowers” (Ask students questions during the story) 
-Read to them parts of van Gogh’s life out of “Vincent van Gogh Sunflowers and Swirly 
Stars” (mark pages that I want to share) 
-Explain to them the activity that they will be doing 
 -We will be drawing a similar sunflower portrait of van Gogh’s (show drawing) 
 -We will draw it step by step as a class 
 -When we are done drawing it, we will paint them using the same painting  

technique that van Gogh used 
-Have them go back to their seats and take out a pencil (Have helper of the day and 
one other student hand out the drawing paper 
-Draw a box on the board to represent the paper and complete each step slowly with 
the students 
-When time is up, have students put their names on the back of their paper and have 
them hand in their drawings on the back table 
-Have them get their agendas and their back packs and sit at their desks 


