
Unit Plan Outline 

 
Subject(s): English, Social Studies, Art. Science Topic/Theme: Poetry    Grade(s): Four      Time Frame: 3 weeks 

 

Abstract: In this unit, students will be learning about poetry. They will learn about five different types of poems; haiku, cinquain, free form, 

found and name poems. Students will explore poetry as a basis of other topics within several other subjects. Students will learn about 

stars/constellations, residential schools and how to create art from poetry. Students will be able to explore poetry along with many other 

various topics. 

Rationale: (Why the unit is important): Poetry is a type or form of writing that all children should have the chance to engage in. They are just 

as important as novels or picture books. Having the chance to write poems are very beneficial to children. They use their creativity when 

creating stories, but with poems they can use creativity as well as express their own thoughts, opinions and feelings. Incorporating poetry in 

English Language Arts units is encouraged in the Saskatchewan curriculum. Having a whole unit on poetry will give students a better 

understanding and appreciation for the condensed language and form. They are able to explore poetry on a deeper level with a whole unit 

rather than incorporating it once or twice in other units. 

Foundational Objectives: 

- Speak to express information, thoughts, feelings, and experiences in a variety of forms for a variety of purposes and audiences 

- Learn about and practise the skills and strategies of effective speakers 

- Write to express information, thoughts, feelings, and experiences in a variety of forms for a variety of purposes and audiences 

- Learn about and practise the skills and strategies of effective writers 

- Represent to express information, thoughts, feelings, and experiences in a variety of forms for a variety of purposes and audiences 

- Begin to develop own ideas into visual art expressions, using the processes and materials of visual art 

 

CEL Objectives: 

-Communication: Students will be able to express their own ideas and feelings through poetry and class or group discussions. There are many 

opportunities for students to express their own ideas and participate in discussions. 

-Numeracy: At the beginning of the unit, students will be able to use their numeracy skills when counting syllables and creating haiku and 

cinquain poems which are created by certain syllable count forms. 

-Independent Learning: Students will have a chance in the unit to work alone creating their own individual poems. Creating their own poems 

by themselves will develop their confidence in poetry making and their writing abilities. 

-Technological Literacy: Students will have an opportunity once during the unit to use the computer and go on interactive poetry websites. 

-Critical and Creative Thinking: The students will have a great amount of time to use their creativity to develop poems and create a piece of 

artwork that describes a poem of their own. They will have lots of time to think creatively and critically. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

Poetry 

#1- Introduce Students 

to Poetry and find out 

what they know about 

it. One day lesson 

#2- Introduce syllables 

and how to count 

syllables. One day 

lesson 

#3- Introduce and 

practice Haiku poems 

Two day lesson 

#12-Poetry Quilt 

Project start 

Two day lesson 

#4-Cinquain Poems 

Two day lesson 

#5- Social- read “Secret 

of your name” by David 

Bouchard and discuss the 

book relating to Metis 

people. Two day lesson 

#7- Science- read 

“When I heard the 

Learn’d Astronomer” by 

Walt Whitman and 

introduce 

stars/constellations. One 

day lesson 

#11- Poetry Stations 

One day lesson 

#10- “Hello World” 

poem and self-esteem 

One day lesson 

#9- Found poems 

One day lesson 

#6- Name poems 

One day lesson 

#8- Free Form poems 

One day lesson 

#13- Art lesson with 

student poetry 

One day lesson 

#14- Student Poetry 

Sharing and poetry unit 

wrap up 

One day lesson 



Scope and Sequence 
Content Outline Learning Objectives Instructional 

Strategies 

Product/ 

Assessment 

Adaptions or 

Differentiation 

Materials/ 

Resources 
#1- Read the poem 

“If the World was 

crazy” by Shel 

Silverstein as a way 

to introduce 

students to poetry. 

 

#2- Students will 

learn about syllables 

and learn how to 

count them. They 

will then practice 

counting syllables. 

 

 

 

 

#3- Students will 

learn about Haiku 

poems and its form. 

They will be able to 

practice making 

their own haiku 

poems. 

 

 

 

#4- Students will 

learn about cinquain 

poems and its form. 

#1- share ideas, observations, 

and experiences in structured 

small and large group talk 

-listen purposefully to 

determine the main ideas and 

important details 

 

#2- N4.2 Demonstrate an 

understanding of addition of 

whole numbers with answers to 

10 000 and their corresponding 

subtractions (limited to 3 and 

4-digit numerals) by: 

• using personal strategies for 

adding and subtracting 

• solving problems involving 

addition and subtraction. 

#3- Share ideas, observations, 

and experiences in structured 

small and large group talk        

-P4.1 Demonstrate an 

understanding of patterns and 

relations by:                              

• identifying and describing 

patterns and relations                

• reproducing patterns and 

relations  

#4- Share ideas, observations, 

and experiences in structured 

small and large group talk.         

#1- class 

discussion, 

direct 

instruction 

(questioning), 

brainstorming 

 

#2- Explicit 

teaching, drill 

and practice, 

Review 

 

 

 

 

 

 

#3- Explicit 

teaching, 

questioning, 

practice 

 

 

 

 

 

 

#4- Explicit 

teaching, group 

work 

#1- exit slips that 

students will hand 

in to me. 

 

 

 

 

#2- syllable 

worksheet that 

will be handed in 

to me to be 

corrected. Review 

of Poetry Terms 

worksheet to 

correct and assess 

 

 

#3- Haiku 

worksheet to hand 

in and see the 

students’ process 

of creating their 

haiku poems. 

-Rubric to assess 

worksheet 

 

 

#4- worksheets 

that students can 

hand in for me to 

#1- Have a handout 

with the blanks 

already filled in for 

those who have 

trouble following 

along 

 

#2- Assign students 

ten of the words on 

the worksheet 

instead of all twenty 

 

 

 

 

 

 

#3- Give the students 

a certain topic to 

make a poem around 

instead of them 

choosing the topic 

 

 

 

 

 

#4- Have students 

try the word pattern 

version of the 

#1- “If the World was 

Crazy” poem by Shel 

Silverstein, pencils, 

paper, overhead, 

overhead projector and 

poetry terms worksheet. 

 

#2- Syllable worksheet, 

pencil, worksheet answer 

key, Poetry terms review 

worksheet and answer 

key 

 

 

 

 

 

#3- Haiku poem 

worksheet, pencil, 

overhead, overhead 

projector, “Fireflies” by 

Mary Ann Hoberman and 

“Lightning Jumpshot” by 

Michael Burgess 

 

 

 

#4- Cinquain poem 

worksheet, pencil, 

“Water” by Anonymous, 



They will have the 

chance to practice 

creating cinquain 

poems in a group.  

 

#5- In social, we 

will read the poem 

“The Secret of Your 

Name” by David 

Bouchard and 

discuss Residential 

Schools and the 

effects of them. 

This will be a two to 

three day lesson. 

 

#6- Students will 

learn how to create 

a name poem and 

then practice 

making their own 

name poem. 

 

#7- We will read 

“When I heard the 

Learn’d 

Astronomer” by 

Walt Whitman. 

Students will then 

learn about stars/ 

constellations. This 

will be a two to 

three day lesson. 

- Write personal narratives, 

factual accounts, explanations, 

stories, summaries, and 

descriptions with increasing 

confidence, clarity, and fluency  

#5- Experience the work of 

Saskatchewan and other 

Canadian authors, including 

Aboriginal authors                        

 

 

 

#6- Write a poem with 

increasing confidence, clarity, 

and fluency  

 

 

 

#7- Observe and identify some 

of the patterns which stars 

make in the sky. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

#5- class 

discussion, 

questioning, 

listening and 

viewing 

 

 

 

 

 

 

#6- Explicit 

teaching, 

practice 

 

 

 

 

#7- listening and 

viewing, 

questioning, 

discussion 

 

 

 

 

 

 

assess. 

-Rating scale for 

group work 

 

 

#5- Listening 

checklist, Rubric 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

#6- worksheet, 

rating scale 

 

 

 

 

 

#7- Behaviour 

checklist 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

cinquain poem 

instead of the 

traditional one with 

syllable count. 

 

#5- group 

discussions, 

individual questions 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

#6- Class Name 

poem 

 

 

 

 

 

#7- class discussion, 

create constellation 

poem 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Baseball” by Cindy 

Barden and “Bubbles” by 

Anonymous 

 

 

#5- “The Secret of Your 

Name” by David 

Bouchard poem, diary/ 

journal template, actual 

story from person who 

attended a  residential 

school 

 

 

 

 

#6- Name poem outline/ 

worksheet, pencil, 

example of name poem 

 

 

 

 

#7- “When I heard the 

Learn’d Astronomer” 

poem by Walt Whitman, 

Pencil, graph paper, 

information on 5 

constellations: Ursa 

Major, Ursa Minor, 

Cassiopeia, Andromeda 

and Orion 

 



 

#8- Students will 

learn about Free 

form poems and its 

form. Students will 

be able to make 

their own free verse 

poems. 

 

#9- Students will 

learn about Found 

poems and its form. 

Students will be 

able to practice 

making their own 

found poems. This 

will be a two day 

lesson. 

 

#10- We will read 

the poem “Hello 

World” by Dan 

Coppersmith and 

discuss self-esteem. 

As well as engage 

in activities dealing 

with self-esteem. 

This could be about 

a two or three day 

lesson. 

 

#11- Students will 

participate in poetry 

#8- Write a poem with 

increasing confidence, clarity, 

and fluency  

 

 

 

 

#9- Write a poem with 

increasing confidence, clarity, 

and fluency 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

#10- USC4.5 Examine how 

identity (ie., self-concept, 

self-esteem, self-

determination) is influenced 

by relationships that are 

formed with others. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

#11- Write a poem with 

increasing confidence, clarity, 

and fluency 

 

#8- Explicit 

teaching, 

practice 

 

 

 

 

 

#9-Explicit 

teaching, 

practice 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

#10- class 

discussion, role 

play 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

#11- learning 

centers, 

 

#8- Rubric to 

evaluate quality 

of poem 

 

 

 

 

 

#9- found poems, 

rating scale 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

#10- participation 

checklist 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

#11- work from 

the stations, rating 

 

#8- Give a certain 

topic to create a 

poem around 

 

 

 

 

 

#9- Give a list of 

words to form a 

found poem from 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

#10- Have students 

draw pictures around 

self-esteem to show 

understanding.  

-Give situations and 

questions around 

those situations. 

 

 

 

 

 

#11-Have different 

tasks for student to 

 

#8-Free form worksheet, 

pencil, “Gorilla” and 

“Woulda-coulda-

shoulda” poems by Shel 

Silverstein 

 

 

 

#9- pencil, newspaper, 

construction paper, glue, 

scissors  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

#10- “Hello World” 

poem by Dan 

Coppersmith, scenarios 

to role play 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

#11- computers, paper, 

pencil, stations, 



stations. Each 

station will give 

students a chance to 

practice some more 

the types of poems 

they have learned in 

this unit. 

 

#12- In this lesson, 

students will be 

introduced to their 

poetry quilt project. 

They will be given 

the expectations and 

time to start on the 

project. They will 

be given several 

lessons to work on 

this project. This 

will be about a two 

to three day lesson. 

 

#13- In this art 

lesson, students will 

be able to work on 

the art aspect of 

their poetry quilt 

project. Students 

will create a 

painting that goes 

along with the poem 

that they have 

selected for the 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

#12- Revise draft material by 

adding, deleting, and 

rearranging ideas 
- Write poems with increasing 

confidence, clarity and fluency 

-spell correctly common words 

and use a strategy to learn to 

spell new words 
 

 

 

 

 

 

#13- Convey ideas using a 

variety of media 

- Begin to develop own ideas 

into visual art expressions, 

using the processes and 

materials of visual art. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

computer 

assisted 

instruction 

 

 

 

 

 

#12- individual 

project, explicit 

teaching 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

#13- project 

work, focused 

imaging 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

scale 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

#12- rubric for 

project, writing 

checklist 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

#13- rubric for 

project 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

do at each station or 

work with a partner. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

#12- Give student a 

different type of 

project to do around 

poetry.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

#13- Help student 

create idea of picture 

to paint. Or have 

them paint the paper 

different types of 

colors for a 

background. 

 

 

 

 

instruction cards, 

newspapers, construction 

paper, scissors, glue, 

ziplock bags, baskets 

 

 

 

 

#12- Rubric, student 

poems, writing checklist, 

overhead of rubric, 

overhead projector, 

pencil, computers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

#13- paint, white art 

paper, poem project to 

continue working on, 

poetry terms worksheet 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



project. 

 

#14- Students will 

have time to share 

their poems with the 

class as we wrap up 

the poetry unit. 

 

 

 

#14- Listen courteously and 

respond sensitively and 

thoughtfully to others 

- Participate in a variety of 

shared language experiences 

 

 

 

#14- 

presentations 

 

 

 

#14- listening 

checklist 

 

 

#14- Have Student 

read the poem just to 

me instead of not in 

front of class or 

share with a partner. 

 

 

#14- Students’ Poetry 

quilt projects, pencil, 

students’ work 

 


